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To: 

 
- Fellow Vietnamese people in the country and overseas, 

- Dignitaries and followers of all religions in Vietnam, 

- International rights groups and human rights mechanisms   

 

During the new convention that is taking place starting on 20th October 2016, the National Assembly of 

Vietnam is scheduled to pass the proposed Draft Law on Belief and Religion (the Draft Law). Having gone 

through a number of modified versions since 2015, the Draft Law is an accumulation of strategies and 

tactics to control religions drawn from the government’s previous experiences within the framework of 

the 2004 Ordinance of the Standing Committee of the National Assembly on Belief and Religion. At its worst, 

the Draft Law can be considered as a stepped-up effort of the Vietnamese government in their religious 

suppression through laws and policies, which could have been motivated by a need for tighter grip on 

churches that are increasingly demanding their freedom and calling for guarantee of civil rights.  

A variety of religious and non-religious organizations as well as individuals, either domestic or overseas, 

have voiced concerns and provided feedback over different versions of the Draft Law in hopes of 
integrating into it democratic and more civilized elements.  

As for the Interfaith Council of Vietnam, an association comprised of dignitaries from 5 largest religions in 

Vietnam whose mission is to fight for religious freedom, civil rights and democracy in Vietnam, we take a 

firm stand against the impending passage of the Draft Law on Belief and Religion because of the following 

reasons:  

 

1-  The ruling communist regime in Vietnam by its nature possesses two distinctive traits: atheist and 

totalitarian.  Communist atheism means an intention of complete eradication of religious values which may 

compete against communist ideologies in gaining acceptance and influence over society. Communist 

totalitarianism means manipulation and tendencies toward total control of every individual, organization 

or institution that may have either  political or spiritual power and its subsequent ability to mobilize people, 
in order to secure unchallenged leadership of the communist party and ruling of a communist government.  

2- Therefore, no law nor policy born within a communist atheist and totalitarian regime falls outside the 

nature of manipulation, controlling and oppression.  As a result, legislative procedures in such a regime 

may appear democratic and open to public participation but in reality are nothing more than a show in 

order to hide a top-down process whose outcomes are laws and regulations that function merely as tools 

to uphold one ultimate objective: strengthening and solidifying the ruling monopoly of the communist 
regime. Take Vietnam’s 2013 Constitution as a prime example. And the Draft Law on Belief and Religion is 

not an exception. 

3-    All churches should be considered independent civil society organizations and all religious followers 

citizens with equal rights. They have the same entitlements and obligations as every other organization 

and citizen. Those rights and obligations have been established in Vietnam’s Constitution and laws, as well 

as recognized by international treaties on human rights. 

It is therefore unnecessary for a specific law to govern churches and religious followers, if not to say that 

would be outright discrimination, which very likely stems from a hostile attitude that regards religion as 



an enemy to be controlled. Meanwhile in democratic and civilized countries, there exist only agreements 

between governments and churches on matters such as property or culture and education.   

 

4- All legal documents issued by the ruling Vietnamese communists on religious matters - from the 1955 

Decree on Religious Matters and 1997 Decision on Policies of Religion, to 2004 Ordinance on Belief and 

Religion and the forthcoming Law on Belief and Religion - share a single purpose of oppression. They, in 

the form of administrative violence, are coupled with physical violence including harassment, arrest, 

imprisonment and killing of courageous dignitaries and religious adherents – both perpetuated by the 

Vietnamese government with the aim of depriving independent churches of their intangible (rights and 

freedoms) and tangible (property) assets. This obstructs the mission of spiritual safeguards, which is 

tremendously beneficial to society, and subsequently renders them paralyzed or changes their nature. At 

present, downward spiral is being witnessed in Vietnamese society wherein violence and dishonesty are 

epidemic, civilization and morality decay, standards in other life areas deteriorate.      

 

Conclusion: 

Based on the aforementioned reasons, as spiritual leaders with a mission to defend religious freedom and 

autonomy as well as civil and human rights of our fellow Vietnamese people, we strongly reject the whole 

Draft Law on Belief and Religion which is likely to be passed by the National Assembly and used as another 

repressive tool aimed toward independent religions. It must not by any means exist in a civilized, humane 

and democratic world.  And we fail to find any reason for religions and their followers to comply with such 

a law should it be enacted.  

To accept to be chained by those legal shackles is to risk losing human dignity and the morale of any faith 

community. To receive so-called religious freedom in the form of immediate perks such as provision of 

facilities, support of religious festival organization, overseas travel, ect., and to bow to the will of the 

government means to be deprived of basic religious liberties (autonomy in internal affairs; freedom in 

religious practice, missionary work or youth education; independent media channels; religious members 

participating in political affairs, etc.). Approval of the passage of the Draft Law on Belief and Religion would 

equate to blind acquiescence of this ruling atheist and totalitarian regime! 

 

Vietnam, 20th October 2016 – the day Vietnam’s National Assembly commences its convention in which 

passage of the Draft Law on Belief and Religion is a looming possibility 

Co-signed by the Interfaith Council of Vietnam members 

Cao Dai: 

- Chief for Administration Hua Phi (telephone: 0163.3273.240) 

- Chief for Administration Nguyen Kim Lan (telephone: 0988.971.117) 

- Chief for Administration Nguyen Bach Phung (telephone: 0988.477.719) 

Catholicism: 

- Priest Thadeus Nguyen Van Ly (telephone: 0932211438) 

- Priest Peter Phan Van Loi (telephone: 0984.236.371) 

- Priest Joseph Dinh Huu Thoai (telephone: 0935.569.205) 

- Priest Anthony Le Ngoc Thanh (telephone: 0993.598.820) 

- Priest Paulo Le Xuan Loc (telephone: 0122.596.9335) 

- Priest Joseph Nguyen Cong Binh (telephone: 0169.249.8463) 

Buddhism: 

- Venerable Thich Khong Tanh (telephone: 0165.6789.881) 

- Venerable Thich Vien Hy (telephone: 0937.777.312) 



- Venerable Thich Dong Minh (telephone: 0933.738.591) 

- Venerable Thich Vinh Phuoc (telephone: 0969.992.087) 

- Venerable Thich Duc Minh (telephone: 0165.348.2276) 

Hoa Hao Buddhism: 

- Mr. Nguyen Van Dien (telephone: 0122.870.7160) 

- Mr. Le Quang Hien (telephone: 0167.292.1234) 

- Mr. Le Van Soc (telephone: 096.4199.039) 

- Mr. Phan Tan Hoa (telephone: 0162.6301.082) 

- Mr. Tong Van Chinh (telephone: 0163.574.5430) 

- Mr. Bui Van Luoc (telephone: 0169.612.9094) 

- Mr. Ha Van Duy Ho (telephone: 012.33.77.29.29) 

- Mr. Tran Van Quang (telephone: 0169.303.22.77) 

Protestantism: 

- Pastor Nguyen Hoang Hoa (telephone: 0121.9460.045) 

- Pastor Dinh Uy (telephone: 0163.5847.464) 

- Pastor Dinh Thanh Truong (telephone: 0120.2352.348) 
- Pastor Nguyen Trung Ton (telephone: 0162.838.7716) 

- Pastor Nguyen Manh Hung (telephone: 0906.342.908) 

 

 


